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Editor’s Note

Husliday lights and decortions bring good cheer and
usher in the holiday spirit for people, but what does it
mean (0 the street ammals? Yes, decorations are a hu-
man endeavor meant for bumon delight, bt the troe
spirit of giving symbolized in colored lights and decom-
tions defies limitation and extends o the lowlicst among
us, As this tme of yvear approaches, | alwayvs wonder if g
new spirt will enter just one self-enveloped person,
shattering zelfish boundaries 5o that he or she will sud
denly embrace the forgotten bemnps excluded without a
second thought for 20 many vears, Each holiday season |
wonder if such a transformation wall occur, though |
never see it [ hold out hope for i

We humans tend to see only ourselves in the spimt
sod meznning of the holidays, forgetting that millions of
mnocent souls hidden around us shiver in the mght and
deserve reliel from their pain. 16 T could, | would ask the
mighty, in their homes so warm, “Do vou see what |
see!” By the thousands they live in misery and dic
alone. And | would shout to the people everywhere, “Do
you know what | know™ Millions of worthy souls with
out hope wait for vour compassion 1o awaken.

When | begin to dwell on the wretchedness this world
presses onto the backs of amimals, | hat away the
gloomy thoughts and find the better path i remember-
ing how blessed we are to have vou, Your donations,
vour words of praise for our work, your encompassing
compaszsion all raise a holiday spint i ws, 1f net the tra-
ditional one of wrapping paper and presents, Because of
vou, another mght's gquiet will be broken by the alley
car's engine, and the weary and forgotten will be
touched by your mercy. Welcoming “the least of these™
into your vision of peace on earth sends us back w the
world of the sireets bearing vour blessing and. in this,
wou offer them what other refuse, and you bring them
poodness and light.

Please Consider remembering Alley Ani-

mals in your Will. Animals on the strects will go on suf-
fering, and if you have been blessed in this life we hope
you will consider sharing vour hlessings with the least
Frrtumate among us.
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When | come in from the streets, the irst thing | do
afler | take off my shoes and sit down, T go over my
notes from the night so | won®™ [orget the next tme what
I need to do, animals T need w watch oul for. and ones
who may be mjured or ill. Today, sitting here going ovel
evervihing, all 1 am seemng m my notes 15 kitiens here,
kittens there, new Kittens 1 didn’t know about, lerl
nursing mothers 've never scen before. On every page
my Lise mode is, ke exten food”

We work hard in the streets but these poor moms are
hungry and thersty and so thin They re the ones who
work and work to keep their voung safe, but even they
can't Keep their kittens from gelling sick in the eold wet
weather or keep them safe from all the dangers of life on
the streets.

[ 'blame people for all the kittens and moms whio will
never lind o safe, warm place o slecp and turse their
babigs, People gel these animals and throw them out if
they show signs of beng pregnant. Then the animals
pay for human carclessness, theyv're forced 1o give birth
with o shelter from the cold, wind or rain, and no food
or water. We see the hopelessness in their faces.

Last mght it seemed like | saw hopelessness in every
allev, As I lell food and water, 1 wld esch new litter of
kittens or skinny moms, we'll be back and we will do
our best o help vou, We will pot foreer you. We will
return and do what no one else will: well help
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In one of the alleys there was a dog who was m s
vard all the time. That can be a good thing when vou
kiow he or she s being let out for exercise or o do
what he needs to de, but in this case the dog was pul out
and mever let back in. Day and night, snow and rain,
cobd and hot, the littke dog was there and nothing could
hie done for him becavse a dog house was i the vard,
and bowls for food and water even though they were
eTply.

When we drove through his alley we would feed him,
and one might we tan into the lady living next door to
the dog. She twold us she also feeds lim and gives him
water, but only late at night because she was alrd of
the man who “owns™ the dog. She alse said Animal
Control had been there once or bwice, but the dog house
and tood and water bowls i ihe yard kepl them from
being able o do anything. No law savs vou have o give
lowe,

For a long fime we fed the dog on every inp through
his alley, and onc night the lady next door was waiting
for us. She said she tried 1o feed the dog that moming
hut the “owner” came out of his house and told her 1w
guit giving food o hig dog and 10 mind her own huosi-
ness, He alse told her (o stop reporung o Amimal Con-
trol that he never feeds the dog or gives him water. Then
he told her to “Cio to Hell.” Well, let’s zay mavhe some-
one should go there, bul not the kind lady who did what
she could 1o make up Tor e man’s neglect of an mno-
cont animal,

Throughowt the many wvears 've been doimg this
work, 've seen this situation over aond over, and | Eoew
that onc might we or the lady next door would find this
poor dog desd in the vard, Too many times this has
laken place—we ve seen il happen,

In this case | don't know what took place, but on onc
of cur trips through the alley the lady next door rushed
ol to meet us and wold us thiar somehow the gae 1o the
dog’s yard must have come open, and the dog s gone,
As she was talking o s, we smiled al csch other; we
knew we wouldn't have to worry anvmore—ihe dog
was sale,

Wish List

Cad Food (dry & canned) Bleach
Dog Food (dry & canned) IFaper Towels
Large plastic trash bags Laptop

We gratefully appreciate donations in response (o our
Wish [ist,
If you have items to donate call Dick ot 4T0-H23-33149

-
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A sure as the day s long, every winter people call us
pleading tor puidance i what 10 do aboul neglected
dogs m their neighborhoods. Dogs suffer neglect all
vear round, of course, but the onsel of cold and inclem-
ent weather heightens the compassiomate person’s sense
of duty and the nced to act. In winter we're more keenly
aware of our own comlor i contrast w the neglecied
dog, alone and freczing in his vand, sometimes with neg-
highle shelter or on the end of a chain,

The law provides litfle in the way of allowable action
on hehall” of the chained or vard bound dog, while the
“owner” enjoys the law’s permission to leave a dog out-
side 24 howurs o day, in min, sleel, snow, or we, in tem-
peratures so cold trosthite is not probable but certain, as
long as some Mmsy excuse for a doghouse sits in the
warid,

In the alleys, chained and vard bound dogs are an
mevilihle sight, rmsing the perpetually unanswerable
guestion of why o person would have o deg, only to treat
the animal like an inanimate object without feelings of
lonelingss and painful suffering. (Sadly, we do know
why Temale Pit Bulls are kept as breeding machines,
given the harcst minimuem o maintain the cyvele of pro-
ducing puppics a8 o source of revenue in the fighting
Cing, b A 5000 45 we ale awale o anedher neglecied
dog, we set aside n generous helping of food for him on
every rp through his alley, perhaps the only meal he
cats apart from what a caring resident in the arca may
secretly toss over the fence once n a while.

As in Alice’s story, the “owners”™ of these woelully
neglected ercamires tond o be nasty, belligerent people
who threalen anvone attempting to offer the dog suste-
nanee of comior, The vard bound and chaimed dogs we
sce proy on our minds; we carry their suffenng with us
long after we leave their alleys. Unfortunately, our con-
finped efforts to convinee their “owners" o relinguish
custody of the dog to us bear little froit The best we can
do is monitor the situation and intervene only 1F the
dog’s condition detertorates o the legal delmition of
cruclty. The sad truth is that these innocent beings usu-
ally die from exposure before we can take lawful action,

[ can’t explain why, but I can attest [rom experience
that human beings have the capacity for horrifying in-
sensitivity toward animals who long to be loved. I'm
sure 'l never understond how anyone can enjoy the
comfort of a warm home, lounge in an easy chair and
watch television, while a few feet away in the cold lan-
guishes o dear soul who watches through the silence of
the frozen night and waits in vain for the door o open, a
door o the house as the door to the selfish heart forever
slammed shut.
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This little darfing lived for nearly a year in o
cement-paved vard along one of owr alley rowtes,
After much cowxing, cojoling end pofite begping,
we' finally convinced her “owner™ to let s ke
frer. For quite some time after her placement in
foster care, thix fivtle dog befumved as §f she ex-
pected seolding  for everything from fopping o
drink of water fo jumping for joy on the green
prass. She is one of our happy endings for ne-
plected dogs amid, although we positively defight in
fer refease from the prison of neglect, we also
grieve for the many, many dogs whe will never
experience life bevond the gate or off the clhain
antil the endless misery and pain of their exis-
fence on this planet lose their gprip, and the inno-
cent spirit finally finds its peace.

Alley Animals  410-823-089%

Alice’s Progress Update

by Lillan 6. Leshe

It seems a lifetime ago, m fact only three months,
when Alice Amold and | decided it was fitting and
proper 1o share with you her current challenge of fiacing
rwo separate types of breast cancer, stage 4. Since then,
w've (raveled back and [onh w the hospital for Alice’s
|_'h-:_'||||,1l_|‘|4:.|;,||:|:.- infesionz, and once for 2 T scan which
confirmed the cancers (as of the muddle of Cctober) had
not spread any further, Unrealistically, | hoped for a
scan result indicating the miraculous disappearance of
both cancers, but 've gradually leamed o be grateful
for small imumphs. Absence of spreading means the
cancers are slowly responding fo treamment, a small tn-
umph worhy of thanksgiving.

Chemotherapy 15 an arduous process, bringing unde-
suable side effects alongside the desired outcome ol
containing the arch enemy. For as long as |'ve known
Adice, she has embudied a strong spint with a defiant
determination e conguer obstacles and difficultics, most
particularly in her work with ammals who need help, but
in other areas of e as well, She continues w0 ler ahso-
lutely nothing stand in her way when an animal’s wel-
fare hangs in the balance, but the mounting side elTects
of chemotherapy began taking a strenuous toll on her
after the deh infigion

Alice pushes wiath all her might apainst the debslitai-
g fatgue scting as o greal weight holding her down,
and her mowth and throat feel raw and sandpapery,
Those are two promiment side effects and there are oth-
e, bul the must problematic symploms are the inability
tor taste, and paintul ultra-sensitivity in her fingertips.

Without being able to taste, Alce Onds eating amd
drinking unpleasant tasks, accomplished out of necessity
and devoid of enjoyment. The true taste of food and hig-
wid disappears, leaving in s place o repugnomi aflertasie
forcing Alice to devise creative means of taking in nour-
ishment. Swallowing raising as if they were tablets and
mashing o banane before putting it in her mouth elime-
nates e need for chewing while shortening contact
with her taste buds. Alice commands herself w et and
drink ss much ss she can stund o, in order © sourish
heer body in time of crisis as well as o pass dead cancer
cells killed oft by the chemotherapy

The side efect of neuropathy renders Alice™s lnger-
tips and nails sensitive in the extreme, The tiniest bump
te & finger {that most of us wouldn't cven register as a
sensory experience] sends Alice through the roof and
has begun interfering with her work in the sreets and
alleys. She says she”ll put up with side effects imping-
mg on every cormer of her hife exeept her work, Here she

[ omtimeed on page 4]
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draws 4 non-negotiable line: Alice lives for her work
and will not sccept hinderance

Because chemotherapy drastically lowers a person’s
resistance and ability 10 heal, Alice's oncologist ex-
pressed concern over the advancing neuropathy, Brosed
fingertips and the potential for sphit fingermnails mean the
possihle shift in dosage or selecuon of drugs i Alice's
wpeorming infusion, This will reduce the risk feven a
minor infection or wound can evolve into an emergency
situation in chemotherapy patients) and deliver a wel-
come relicf from the daily shooting pain in her fingers
Adice finds harder and harder o withstand.

"ve always respected people who face cancer and
surmmuon the will 1o charge into hattle against this loath-
some etnemy. Bul afler these many months of watching
two separate cancers doing their best o bnng down my
closest fmend, and watching her push back under tre-
mendous strin, my respect for cancer patients 15 trans-

formed nto a deep admication. Belfore, when learmned of

cuncer attacking any good and decent person (no matter
a toral stranger), 1 fell o genuine sympathy as well as a
high hope for recovery., Now ir's personal. The news
that cancer hus taken vet another person’s life impacts
me ag the loss of a comrade, and when someone be-

comes a cancer survivor, 1 ogjoice as il 1 wene soamehow
i parl of the victory.

For now her oncologist’s plan 1s for Aliee o continue
chematherapy with adjustments according Lo the inten-
sity of dangerous side effects. Any substantial change in
the course of her ireatment {surgery, for cxample) lies
somewhere down the road and rests oo a high level of
improvement yet o be attmined. Meanwhile, Alice re
turns to the streets and alleys night after night. unbudg-
mgly refusing o allow cancer the advantage of control-
ling her mind, her actions and, most importantly, her
wiork,

In The Future

Alice prefers that future newsletters be entirely de
woted to the animals and our work. She belicves enough
attention has been paid to her personal situation and she
would rather any further discussion of it be reserved for
the event of a major change i her status or condition. In
the next issue we will remern o directing your atlention
sirictly wward the animuls and sheir stories; while she
deeply appreciates the unexpected blanket of support so
many of vou offered as well as requests 1o be kept in-
[urmued of her progress, Alice wants the newsicticr o
Belong to the animals,

couragement and support.

what | do.

From Alice, From the Heart

| want to thank everyone for your kindness. You have no idea how much
your cards and letters mean to me. It's a fact that people who love ani-
mals are good people, but | wasn't prepared for such overwhelming en-

Your concern touched me and made me real-
ize aven more that without you, | couldn’t do

Thank you for all your caring
words and thoughts,

Aliee
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Memorials
In Loving Memory Of:

Conan. James R, Burhen

Yirginia Knowles, my aunt, and her love lor cats
and all animals. Ravhara Wallick

Rudy LaSov. Jeanne Blake

Cheyenne, Simaon B. Arnstein
Frances, Richard, and Ronnie.

Lorraine Sawicki
Doris Lowner. doan Goeringer

The precious dog who died in the crate.
Bob & Sandy Milfer

My parents, John and Yeronica Marko.
Theresa Chonoski

Rose M. Elgin, faithful supporter of our work and
a kind soul this world will miss.
Altey Animals, Inc.

Miss Millie, beloved dog of Pat Hora, Miss Millie
went over the rainbow brmdge in September and
she will be missed by many! Tammy Misener

Katie, a gregarious member of the neighborhood
for many years and much loved pet of Judith Eble
and Joe. Young Max, another neighborhood pet,
much grieved for by Judith. Deborah Seate

Old Candy, and Little Tink. Both are gone now,
but will never be forgotien. Sandy Graham

Cur wonderful friend, Arthuar. You will be missed.
Parricia & Tim Maorgen

Bosox and Sasha, my cats. | miss vou everyday.
Sylvia v. Benfon

Sandy, loving companion of the Trowz family and
friend of everyonc she met. Lori Wilhide

Our wonderful Buttons., Joy Shillman

Clavton Busier. John & Maggic Miner

Fdwin L. Mitehell, Jolm & Efleen Miner

My Pandora; not a day goes by that | don’t think
of her. Dale A. Uhlman
David Murray. Kristen Maitis

Cindy Berger & her Dad, Russ Berger.
Millie Berger

Samantha, George, and my sweel Katy _now all
together again. Melissa Falen

My Gerbils—Teddy, Daisy, Dash, Raker, Tyler,
Bumbi, Inky, Cinders and Budweiser. Bul most
important my Heart Animals—Christmas  Kitty,
and Seeret, the best dog cver. Sandra Cred

Witches Brew | and Witches Brew I
Sandy Covahey

Tiggy (cat), loved for 17 wvears by Mrs Joyee
Gayo, Sharon Miller

My beloved dog, Bunny. 1 grieve for her every
day. Lorraine Hill

With deepest sympathy in loving memory of
Lucky Dog, beloved companion of John & Maggie
Miner. Mary & Sunshine Riegert

Our baby Lucky Dog, whom we lost November
oth. We miss her so very much. she went every-
where with us. Maggie Miner

My much-loved cats and dog who have pone on:
hope to see them again and leel their love.
Ann V. Bernhardt

Deblin's Sweel Street (Sasha), who died of a brain

tumor. She lived life with great enthusiasm and we
miss her very much. Barbara Paiton

Fevweetbmnied i .Iul.l'lf:l.' fil
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Memorials

Syl MeLaughlin, my neighbor who loved animals.
Havik & Edna Kleozewsks

feontinued fom Page &)

Teena, my most precious friend and companion. |
am elderly, and her death left me il for more than 2
years. She will never be forgotten,

Also, Ben, Demi, Daddy Gray, and Angel. mv
loving pets over the years. There spirits are ever
with me Hattie Turner
Lisa Busier. John & Maggie Miner
Madelon Decker - with our love always - we miss
vou, And Felicity, our 17 vear old Siamese who
Just passed, e Decker Famiily
Doris V. Spindler. Carale Ultlip
Thomas {cat) and three special dogs, Walfe,
Sheena and Shadow. Helen Needie

In Honor Of;

The Rice cals. Jerry G, Rice
Helen Wright, in celebration of her birthday, and
wishes for a quick recovery.

Mofly, Samantha, and Joan

For Naney Hanson, LUSW. caregiver 1o many cats
and many old people. Congratulations on  vour
work so well done, Enjoy Retiremem”
K. Berry
Trevor LaSov. Jeanne Blake
Tabby, my beautiful baby boy Persian, whoe had
his 6th birthday on September | 7th
Marilyn Seffers

Alice Arnold.
Al & Sandy Pendietfon
Barbara L. Licgler

My curment Cocker Spaniel, Trevor, He s a 10
wear old sweel bay who has had a termble life. We
got him trom a local Rescue group in May. No one
wanted him for over a year until we came along. |
think Rudy sent him to us as we oot him 5 months
tr the day that Rudy died. And he looks like Rudy,
Loy,

We believe Trevor was snatched from someonea
and used as bait in dog fighting. He has many is-
sucs to deal with so we are working with 2 traincrs,
a4 Reike specialist, and an animal communicator.
Trevor has been i s forever home for 4 months
and has come a long way. He's a very gentle boy
who has learned to go up stairs; going down 18 very
hard for him because he has some brain damage
and depth perception problems.

We love trevor and know he won't be with us as
long as our other bowvs, but he will be fed, pam-
pered, and loved bevond measure for as long as
God wills. Thank you, Rudy, for giving us a i
that vou knew would make us happy again.

Bobbic LaSov

My cat, Becky, 16 years old. T found her silling on
my porch one cold day and decided to take her in-
side. | sat on the floor for an hour with her in my
lap, keeping her warm, She fell asleep while | was
holding her, | decided to keep her even though my
other cal hated 1. She loves being brushed con-
stantly and has been no trouble at all. She knows |
love her and she has me traimed well.

Crevry Fincham

Aldice, because vou plan o conlinue your  greal
wirrk. Aileen Dannenberg
Mv brother, Randy. A cat came to his house last
winter and Handy fed him and put a box and blan-
ket outside. My hrother “upgraded” by making a
new box this wvear, and the cat loves i Randy
named the cat, Tom. I'm so proud to have a brother
who cares., Tammy Dickson

Courageous, fearless Alice, who places the ani-
mals" needs above her own, and Tor all of yoo an-
gels of mency. God bless you all!

Daris Rivhard



Alice Arnold’s bravery and devotion o Alley Ani-
rmals. Einar Raysor

Alice Arnold and all the amimals she has helped.
Dignrre Whire

Alice Arnold, from another Breast Cancer Survi-
VO, Cecifie M. Strakna

Chur friend, Barb Mack. Berty & David Chasin

All the wonderful stafl and volunteers at Alley Ani-
mals. God Bless vou Sandy Graham

Cur treasured “children™ Foxy, Midnight, Sun-

shine, Katie, Sogar, Honey Bun. Garfield,

Stormy, Blue, Cutie, Joseph., and Golddust,
Carofyn & Danicd Hoffinan

A good friend, Millie Berger, in celebration of her
Siith birthday. Catherine Ulrich
Janice E. White These two street ver-
ergns Wil pever
again ecarry e
warlgled of the waorkd
on Meir backs ihai
thousands of others
W s every night in
the alleys endure;

Chandi, my [8-1/2 vear old cal who was rescued
from the streets o D.C. at one week old.
Liavtera O

My Imend. Judy: Happy Holidays o you and vour

2 new loves, Sona and Rory, Duvin Griest | paclr homefess ani-
mad  @m fRocent
My Dad, who aught me the way of gentle kind- | sowl, worthy of onr

ness, and my niece, Mary, whose tireless eftorts hlessing.
shivw me the true meaning of a labor of love,
Lifly

We Camnot Save The World But
We (Can Save Them Frnom the World

I want e help. Enclosed is my donation of* § .+ Check here il you wish an acknow ledgment. '

Please Ol in below iF name and address are incorrect on mailing label.

MAME

ADDRESS: . =~ o
Please make checks payable to Alley Animalz, Ine. Contributions are tax decductible under Sectican 500 (¢ (3] of IRC.
P.O. Box 27487 Towson, ML 21285-7487 Chur web site: bitpYswoww allevanimals.org

Chur email address: infolaiallevanimals.org

-
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Alley Animals, Inc.
2009 Fall Raffle Winners
|5t Prize Sandy Dyson, Rockville, MD
2nd Prize Doris Toney, Glen Burmie, MD
* jrd Prize Inex Beckhardt, Finksburg, MD
dth Prise Mary Jinno, Parkoville, MDD

Sth Priee Lynn Melchiorre, Rockville, MD
With great pleasure 1 report that every ene of our raffle winners donated their prize back 1o Alley Am- |
mials, and with our biggest thanks to each winner we give the gold star of appreciation. '

A successtul raffle fundraser is essential for the continuation of our work, and your heattwarming re-
sponse (o this year's autumn event made clear the fact that all of vou recognize this. You joined our fund-
raiser not for your own gain, but because you remember animals struggling against the odds on the streets;
vou refuse o forget or ignore the creatures whose faces vou will never see, a shining trbute to your special
excellence of character and spiril. and we humbly thank you.

The single tickets we sent in our autumn raffle saved vs money (and trees, woe!), and we plan o continue
using them. We apologize for springing them on you withoul warning, but we decided to switch from the
double tickets you're accustomed o receiving too late W announce the change ahead of time. Because we
draw ticket winners according to name + felephone rmomber rather than the factory number printed on the
ticket, we Onally realized we can discontinue the double tickets without forfeiting anything other than un-
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